
1 

 

NEWSLETTER – The Wendover Pre-School 

      

              Term 2011 – April   
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antiques Fair/HS2 consultation (13th May) and Local Elections (5th May) 
 

Please take extra care in the car park on these days as the children are at greater risk with 
increased traffic.  We would request that cars are not bought into the car park at any time. 
Remember that children will enter and leave pre-school through the garden entrance on 

these days and for extra safety will be allowed into the garden before 9am. 
 
 

 
 

Dates for your calendar 
 

 
Thursday 5

th
 May 

Local Elections – see separate 

note 

 

Friday 13
th

 May 

HS2 consultation – see separate 

note 

 

Thursday 19
th

 May 

Antiques Fair 

 

Friday 27
th

 May 

Close for half term 

 

Monday 6
th

 June 

Reopen for 2
nd

 half of summer 

term 

 

Thursday 16
th

 June 

Antiques Fair 

 

Friday 22
nd

 July 

Close for summer holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome back to pre-school after the Easter holidays 

and the Royal Wedding Bank Holiday.  We hope that the 
Easter bunny delivered loads of chocolate eggs to you 
and your families and that you got to go on lots of egg 

hunts in the sunshine.   

Thanks to those of you that joined us for 
ÏÕÒ Ȭ2ÏÙÁÌ 7ÅÄÄÉÎÇ 0ÁÒÔÙȭȢ  7Å ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÄ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ 

time. 
 

Summer is almost upon us so we look forward to a fun 
filled term in the wonderful (hopefully!) sunny weather.   

Please remember the sun cream and hats!!! 

 
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our 4 

new children and wish them many happy days at 
Wendover Pre-school. They are:    

Marcus, Ella-Marie, Seren-Rae and Freya 

 
We also wish a sad farewell to the children who 

graduated at the end of last term and wish them well for 
ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÁÔ  Ȭ"ÉÇ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ: - Kristina, 

James, Benjamin, Daniel B, Jake and Mia 
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News from the leader - Sharon 
 

Summer term 2011  
 

Thank you for all our lovely Easter gifts ï not helpful with the diet but very  
scrummy! 
 
I hope that you all had a wonderful break and made the most of the sunshineé. 
 
Theme 
 
We will be looking at our Golden Rules this half term. Recent studies on emotional intelligence 
illustrate the importance of children being taught skills to develop empathy, self control and to 
recognise and deal with emotion. Early Years practice supports the concept of offering 
developmentally appropriate opportunities that will encourage children to take responsibility for 
their morality. At Preschool we involve children in the process of thinking through moral issues 
and encourage positive social behaviours such as sharing, helping, comforting and empathy.  
 
The use of ógolden rulesô within the setting is a valuable example of how to encourage empathy 
and moral understanding. The rules are a basic set of regulations that cover aspects such as; 
we are kind and gentle, we share, and we are helpful. They express what children should do 
rather than what they shouldnôt. By using positive vocabulary we shift focus from what is not 
acceptable and encourage an awareness of the desired behaviour. The rules use pictorial 
prompts, which are characters from TV shows that are recognisable to the children, enabling 
them to relate the behaviour to something familiar. Using pictures also helps younger and less 
able children or a child with an auditory processing disorder to focus on the behaviour that is 
expected.  
 
There is a poster in the foyer showing our ógolden rulesô and we would appreciate it if you would 
discuss them with your child ï in fact those children that have been with us for a while will 
probably be able to tell you what the rules are! There is also a new planning web for this half 
term in the foyer and in the main hall on the staff notice board. Please take a look so as you 
know what our aims are for this half term. 
 
Key persons 
 
Key Personôs are there for you as well as to care for your child. They are always happy to have a 
chat and in fact it is vital that you do communicate as we need to build a holistic picture of your 
child in order to look after them effectively. The Learning Journeys are updated regularly and 
your Key Person loves to add things from home ï particularly observations that you make. So 
please bring in any observations/photoôs/pictures that are done at home so we can add them to 
the journeys.  
 
EYFS changes/ Tickell report 
 
A review was commissioned in July last year by the Department for Education with the intention 
of making the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) less bureaucratic, with plans to implement 
its recommendations from September 2011. 
 
The final report is full of proposed changes as to how the EYFS will operate - probably the ones 
that are most exciting are recommendations to cut the number of early learning goals from 69 to 
17, and a change in focus to three 'prime' areas of learning. 
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Dame Clare Tickell has recommended that the EYFS is radically slimmed down to make it easier 
to understand, less arduous and more focused on making sure children start school ready to 
learn. Setting out her recommendations, Dame Clare says that while parents and Early Years 
Professionals agree that the EYFS has had a positive impact on childrenôs outcomes and helped 
to raise standards, in its current form there is far too much time spent filling in forms and not 
enough interacting with children. She says the EYFS needs to be simplified and made even 
more accessible for parents and practitioners. (Hooray!!!!) 

The current EYFS has 6 areas of learning and 69 learning goals!! These goals are used to 
monitor childrenôs progress while they are in pre-school. At the age of 5 they are assessed 
against these goals, on a 117 point scale, as part of the EYFS profile. 

To reform the current framework and make it less bureaucratic, Dame Clareôs recommendations 
include: 

¶ Significantly reducing the number of early learning goals children are assessed against at 
age five from 69 to 17 ï (brilliant!) 

¶ Parents to get a summary of their childôs development, alongside the health visitor check 
at age two, to help identify any early problems or special educational needs ï (very 
significant - in my opinion!) 

¶ A new focus on three prime areas which are the foundations for childrenôs ability to learn 
and develop healthily: personal, social and emotional development; communication and 
language; and physical development (logic returns!) 

¶ Beneath these should be four areas of learning where these skills are applied: literacy, 
mathematics, expressive arts and design and understanding the world. 

¶ With the three new prime areas of learning, a greater emphasis on making sure children 
have the basic social, emotional communication and language skills they need to learn 
and thrive at school ï things like being able to make friends and listen effectively 
(hallelujah!!) 

¶ Freeing the workforce from unnecessary bureaucracy so they can spend more time 
interacting with children ï including scrapping written risk assessments for nursery trips 
and outings. 

¶ All Early Years Practitioners to have at least a level 3 qualification. (Currently all but one 
(who will be training later this year) of our staff hold a level 3 ï and I am level 5). 

¶ Ofsted should be clearer on what is required of settings when they are inspected to help 
reduce high levels of paperwork. 

¶  
The report makes a lot of sense and I hope that the government will take heed!  Watch this 
space and as soon as I know more I will let you know. 
 
Sun tan lotion/ sensible shoes 
 
As the sun has graced us with some glorious days we need to think about keeping safe in the 
hot weather. The children always have access to fresh water and we encourage them to keep 
hydrated. Can we ask that you please apply sun cream to your child before coming into 
Preschool and that you bring a sun hat? Just a reminder ï when your child started at Wendover 
Preschool you signed a permission form for staff to apply sun cream - If you would like to 
withdraw consent and you DO NOT want us to apply top up sun cream during the morning 
please write a letter which will be kept on file.  
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Bringing in things from home 
 
As you may remember I have made many pleas in the past for children not bring in toys or 
special things from home. This was because they got lost or broken or there were tears because 
somebody else wanted to play with them. We have had a re-think about this and have decided 
that, as some children enjoy bringing things in, we will have a ógoing home storage basketô in 
which we will keep these items (including ï hair clips/cardigans etc). Please check this storage 
basket in future if your child comes out of Preschool without everything they arrived with!  
 
Letters in pockets 
 
We use the named pockets in the foyer to send home letters and other communication. Please 
remember to check them regularly. You are very welcome to use the pockets if you have 
birthday invitations or other things that you would like to send home to parents.  
 
 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the wonderful team here at Wendover 
Preschool ï both practitioners and committee (oh - and the admin lady!) for all their hard work. 
They make the Preschool a happy and caring environment in which children flourish ï as well as 
a great place to work. 
 
Have a great half term ï this is just a short one and will be gone in a flash! 
 
Sharon  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

HS2 CONSULTATION 
 

For your information there will be two days of consultation with regards to the planned 

HS2 railway at the memorial hall on Friday 13
th

 and Saturday 14
th

 May.  Pre-School will 

remain open on the Friday but we would ask that you and your children take great care in 

the car-park and around the hall as there will be increased traffic.  Children will enter and 

leave pre-school via the garden entrance. 
 

 

HEALTHY SNACKS 
 

As you know, we provide all of the children with a healthy plate of snacks every day and 

we would like to ask all parents to donate a small sum of money to that plate of snacks. 

 

Our suggested donation for the term is as follows:- 

 

2 days = £8.40 

3 days = £12.60 

4 days= £16.80 

5 days= £21.00 

 

We thank you in advance for your support and would ask that you make your donation via 

Sarah (Admin)’s box in the pre-school. 
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Health visitor Parent workshops 
 

Thank you to those of you who completed the form included in last termõs 

newsletter with regards to the following issues.  For our new parents we are 

working in liaison with the local health visitor to provide workshops on the 

issues listed below so please let us know if you are interested. 

 FUSSY EATERS    

 

TOILET TRAINING 

 

SLEEP BEHAVIOUR 

 

TANTRUMS/CHALLENGING BEHAVIOUR 

 

 
We are hoping to arrange workshops during the summer term and 

further details will be provided. 

 If you missed it last time round then please complete 

 the attached form and return to Andrea asap or contact Andrea for 

more information. 

………………………………………………………………………….. 
Health Visitor Workshops 

Name of Parent:  éééééééééééé. Child ééééééé 

 

Subjects interested in: éééééééééééé.  

 

     éééééééééééé. 

       

Days in the week that you are not availableééééééééé.. 

 

Contact number éééééééééééééééééééé
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Introducing your Committee:-  
 

Charlotte Collins:   Chair  

Melanie Ames:   Vice-Chair and mum to Lottie  

Sarah Smith:   Secretary, Archie’s mum  

Lucy Mayer:   Treasurer and mum to Harry 

Sarah Williams:   Administrator and Sam’s mum 

Sharon Tapping:   Leader 

Annie Rainbow:   Committee member, mum to Esme 

Tracey Bailey:   Committee member and mum to Millie 

Katy Longden:   Committee member, Cooper’s mum 

Rachel Brown   Committee member 

Rosie Peck    Committee member and mum to Imogen 

Andrea Bradbury   Committee member and mum to Marcus 

 

Would you like to join the committee? 
 

The committee usually meet once a term on a very informal basis and greatly welcome input 

from any new parents/carers who would like to be involved.  It is a great way to meet new 

parents and become involved in how your child’s pre-school is managed and run. 

 

Please look out for the date of the next meeting or contact Sarah Smith, Secretary on 632576 

or Sarah Williams, Administrator. 

 

Please check notice boards for information regarding future  

events and notes of interest re the pre-school. 

 

Any correspondence can be placed in the Administrators post box inside the pre-school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Experienced Babysitter 

 
Reliable lady available for babysitting Fri, Sat, Sun nights 

(others by arrangement) 
 

CRB enhanced status cleared 
1st Aid Certificate 

Own transport 
 

£7 per hour 
Phone Sally Castling/Chicken on: - 01296 624619 or 07790687795 
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FUNDRAISING NEWS  

 

We have recently been granted permission by the Memorial Hall committee to construct 

an all weather canopy over our garden.  This is fantastic news as it will enable us to 

create an easy flow from indoor to outdoor activities in almost all weathers. 

Great news but this will of course mean fundraising!  

 

The Wendover pre-school relies heavily on donations and fundraising to keep up the 

standards and opportunities that we can offer your children and building this canopy is 

going to need an extra hard push and that needs help from you our parents and friends.   

 

Can you get raffle prizes?  Does your employer offer grants? Do you have contacts 

within any generous organisations? 

 

The fundraising committee are committed to finding new ways to raise money for the 

pre-school and our new project and have already got our thinking caps on but we would 

love to have more parents involved in this vital role so if you have any ideas or 

suggestions please get in touch with:-  

 

Sarah Smith, Secretary  

(01296 632576) or  

Sarah Williams, Administrator.  

Please also look out for the next fundraising meeting – date to be advised. 
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EASY FUNDRAISING 
 

Have you heard about easyfundraising yet?  

It’s the easiest way to help raise money for Wendover Pre-school - Bucks! If you already 

shop online with retailers such as Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, Comet, iTunes, eBay or 

HMV, then we need you to sign up for free to raise money while you shop! 

  

So how does it work?  
You shop directly with the retailer as you would normally, but if you sign up to 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wendoverpreschool for free and use the links 

on the easyfundraising site to take you to the retailer, then a percentage of whatever you 

spend comes directly to us at no extra cost to yourself.  

  

How much can you raise? 

Spend £100 with M&S online or Amazon and you raise £2.50 for us. £100 with WH Smith 

puts £2.00 in our pocket and so on.  There are over 2,000 retailers on their site, and some 

of the donations can be as much as 15% of your purchase. 

 
Save money too! 

easyfundraising is FREE to use plus you'll get access to hundreds of exclusive discounts 

and voucher codes, so not only will you be helping us, you’ll be saving money yourself. 

 

Sign up at http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wendoverpreschool and start 

making a difference...simply by shopping. 

 

Thank You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note from Sarah Williams, Administrator; 

 

Being involved in a busy and very popular pre-school is a fantastic thing!  It is the Pre-

schools intention that children on our register will receive 5 funded sessions in the term 

before they leave us to join óbigô school but this is not possible for all children and largely 

depends on when you joined the pre-school and how long you have been registered with us.  

As I  plan up to a year ahead I always allocate extra sessions to each child, just in case they 

are wanted or needed ï on a term by term basis. Obviously the sessions available depend on 

how many children leave us and how many are to join to make the Pre-school viable 

financiall y along with staff/children ratios. 

 

It is important that both Sharon and I know which school your child will be attending and 

we would welcome confirmation of this as soon as you have it.  

 

Funded sessions for next term are already being organised and will be offered soon.....if you 

do not wish to have any extra sessions please let Sarah W know.....  thanks 
 


